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Cft4J FoWi/ig protective oomar 
plecee 

(S7) A foamed plastics blank can ba 
stored substantially flat and than 
folded to form b protective article for 
exampla a comer piaos far use during 
storage and transit of refrigerator* and 
furniture, the blank comprising at Is eat 
two portions (1 , 2, 3) hinged together 
(6) at adjacent edgea, wrth means (fl, 
9) which Jnterangage, when the blank 
Is folded,- to retain St in the folded 
condition- 
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SPECIFICATION.. 

Folding protective (writer places 

This Invention reflates ta protective articles erf 
foamed piaatfcs material end blank* for such 
5 articles. 

Such fljtjcl aa are kn own whf oh ere used to 
protest products, such as refrigerators, washing . 
machines, cooker* and furniture, and particularly 
tfi© oorners or protrusion* of such products. For 
10 example, protective aomer places have been used 
In tha form of a unitary moulding comprising thn$a 
sides tapering to a point. Tha problem with auch 
known oorner pieces la that they require 
„ substantial volume for transportation and storage. 
''5 The present Invention provide? e blank for a 
i protective article of foamed pleatlcs materia I 
which can be stored substantially flat end which 
c$n be assembled Into* direlred shape when 
required, 

20 A protaotlve article In the form of e comer piece 
end a blank therefor tn accordance with the 
invention wW now he described, by way of 
example, with reference to the accompanying 
drawings. In which: — 
28 Figure t iB a plan view of the blank for (he 
ogmer piece. 

Figure 2 Is an Isometric projection of the blank, 
Figure 3 is a cmaa-eectlomrl view taken along 
the lira II I— 111 of Figure J, 
30 Figure 4 le e detail vie w ot a slot taken In the 
direction of arrow Y In Ffgure 1 , 

Figure 5- is a detaft view of a projection taken \a 
the direction of arrow Z tn Figure. 1 r and 
Figure 6 is en isometric projection of the 
35 protective oorner piece assembled and ready fur 
use. 

Referring lo Figures 1 to 6, the blank la -formed 
from expanded polystyrenes other suitable 
plastic* material, and comjwleeathrss adjacent 
40 portions 1 —3 having generally flat major 

surfaces. The portion? 1 and 2 are each Joined to 
the portion 1 along adjacent edges by a narrow 
connecting strip 5 which acta as a flexible hinge. 
The strip is formed during the manufacturing 
46 process by compressing the blank In the eras 4 
immediately aftterf he foaming process and while 
^ the blank Is still warm. It Is preferred to 

man ufecturs the bJa n k using a transfer dry 
r moulding process, but conventions^ moulding 
SO processes could to used. 

Ad(jacent the hinge 6, each portion 1*— 3 has a 
aide edge 1 0 whtoh Is angled and slopes towerds 
the hfnge r as bast seen In Figures 2 end 3. OF 
adjacent side edges 10, one has a projection 6 
65 and the other has a complementary reoees 7 Into 
which the projection 6 can fit. 

Along another edge of portion 2 ire formed 
projections 8 having a curved portion 8A, the 
projections being adapted to fit In complementary 
fl 0 recesses 9 formed on an edge of portion 3. 
To assemble the protective comer piece of 
Figure 3 from the blank of Figure 2, the portion 2 
Ib lifted In the direction of arrow A so that ft e 
projection 8 of portion 2 engages fn the 



85 complementary slot 7 of portion 1 , and portion 3 
J s lifted In the direction of arrow B to engage tha 
projection 6 of that portion with its 
. -complementary slot 7, the projections 8 being 

fitted Into the atoi 8. 
70- Modifications of the above described blank and 
oorner-plece ere possible. For example the number 
and ahapes of the portions 1 tD 3 oould be altered 
to p rovlde a pnrteotr ve a rticJa to fit a prod uct of 
particular shape. Furthermore, a blank could be 
75 provided with more than ons above-deecnbsd 
blank Joined by en Intermediate portion. For 
example, to fit over the top and four comsrs oi e 
product such as a refrigerator or washing 
machine, a blank could neve a major, central 
80 portion arranged to ley over the top of tha product 
with each comer arranged as described above. In 
other words, the portions 1 of four of the above 
described blanks could be part of and Integral with 
the central portion. 
B 5 The blanks -far the protective article are 
transported flat, reducing transport and storage 
costs, and need be assembled with little manual 
time and effort only when required, 

CLAIMS 

90 1 . A blank for a protective article of plastics 
material, which blank can be stored substantially 
flat and then folded into e dedred shape when 
required, which comprises st least two portions 
havfng generally flat major surfaces hinged 

85 together, two of said portions Including means 
which Interengage when said blank la folded to 
retain It tn said desired shape. 

2- A blank accord rng to claim 1 , which le a one - 
piece foamed plastics moulding and wherein said 
1 00 portions are hinged together by relatively thin 
areas of plastics materiel between adjacent 
portions. 

3. A blank according to claim 2, wherein the 
edges of aojacent portions at the hinges are 

1 0S chamfered bo that, upon foldfng the blank to the 
dashed shape, the chamfered edges are 
Juxtaposed fa oa-to-fa ca. 

4, A blank according to claim 2 or 3/ wherein 
the edges of adjacent portions at the hinges have 

1 1 0 protrusions and complementary recesses, the 
protrusions being received In the recesses upon 
folding the blank. 

6, A blank according to any preceding claim, 
whf ch co mprlsss three said portions a nd wh Ich 

1 13 can be folded to provide a protective comer piece. 

6. A blank according to claim 6, which 
compriaea four or more portions of which at least 
three can be folded to form a oorner piece. 

7. A blank according to any preceding claim, 
120 wherein said Intersngaglng mesne comprise one 

or more projections formed on one said portion, 
find one or more complementary receesee formed 
on another said portion. 

8. A blank acoording to any preceding claim 
1 2* which la moulded from foamed polystyrena, 

9. A blank according to claim 2, or claim 2 and 
any of claims 3 to 8, wherein tha relatively thin 
areas of plesrttee material have been formed by 
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comparing oorraapondlng areas of the plasties 5 material aubetantJally aa hareln described with 
blanHmmedlaialy after teaming wblfathe blank Es reference to the accompanying drawing, 
still warm: 1 1 ■ A protective article formed from a blank as 

10* A blank far a protective article of plastics claimed In any preceding clatm. 
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